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 “HORSES” in Adye (1801-27)  
Bombardier and Pocket Gunner 

By Stephen Summerfield 
 
RW Adye wrote this section on HORSES for the first edition of (1801) Bombardier and Pocket 
Gunner, p126-7. It was retained in all subsequent editions [e.g. Adye (1806) 166-167: Adye (1813 
rp2010) 219-220 and Adye (1827) 211-2.] The only revision in 1813 was adding the 9-pdr and 
ammunition wagons to the Park Carriages. The metric conversions have been added for 
clarification.  
 
[Adye (1801) 1 Ed. to Adye (1827) 8th Ed.] 

“HORSES: An allowance of 3 feet [about 1m] is generally made for the breadth of each 
horse standing at a picket, and about 9 feet [about 3m] for the length of a horse. 

A light dragoon horse mounted and accoutered complete, carries about 2 cwt 1 qt and 
14 lbs [120.65 kg]. 

Horses in the service of artillery should not be made to draw above 3 cwt each [152.4 
kg], besides the weight of the carriage. Horses for service should never by lower than 14½ 
Hands [147.32 cm]. The contractor is obliged to furnish them of this height for 
government. A horse is generally supposed to equal five men. 

Military horses Walk about 400 yards in 4½ minutes [3.0 mph or 4.875 km/h]. Trot 
the same distance in 2 minutes 3 seconds [6.65 mph or 10.70 km/h] and Gallop it in about 
1 minute [13.64 mph or 21.94 km/h] 

With great burdens, less weight must be allowed for each horse to draw, than with 
medium burdens; as it cannot be supposed that, of a team of 8 horses, the leader can draw 
so much as the horses nearer the carriage; and this disadvantage must increase as the team 
lengthens. A team of  

 4 horses may draw  6 cwt each  Total  24 cwt  
      [304.8 kg  1219.2 kg] 

 6 horses may draw  5 cwt each  Total  30 cwt 
      [254.0kg   1524.0 kg] 

 8 horses may draw  4½ cwt each  Total  36 cwt  
      [228.6 kg   1828.8 kg] 

 12 horses may draw  4 cwt each  Total  48 cwt 
       [203.2-kg  2438.4 kg] 

[The above weights] including the carriage. 
It is usual in heavy carriages to reckon all their weight exceeding 12 cwt as part of the 

load.” 
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Horse Artillery Horses 
It is interesting that Adye refers to the horse artillery as Field Artillery and foot artillery as Park 
Artillery. Eliot’s “correction” to the sentence does not make sense. In this period the RHA used 6 
horses for the Light 6-pdr and Light Howitzers and 8 horses for the 9-pdr and Heavy Howitzer. Yet 
another example of the Bombardier not being fully revised in any of its editions.  
 
[Adye (1801) 1st Ed. to Adye (1809) 6th Ed.] 

“Horses allowed for drawing Field Artillery Carriages  
All the horse artillery carriages are drawn by 4 horses, except 12-pdrs which have 6 each.”  

 
[Adye (1813) 7th Ed.] 

“Horses allowed for drawing Field Artillery Carriages  
All the horse artillery carriages are drawn by horses each, except 12-pdrs, which have 6 
each.”  

 
[Adye (1827) 8th Ed., p212] 

“Horses allowed for drawing Field Artillery Carriages  
All the horse artillery carriages are drawn by 4 horses each, except 12-pdrs, which have 6 
each. On actual service 8 horses are generally allowed to 12 and 9-pdrs where roads are 
bad and country mountainous.”  

 
Horses for Park Carriages 
Adye is referring to Park Carriages to differentiate from the Regimental Guns that in 1801 were 
being phased out and the horse artillery that he refers to a field artillery. There is no mention of the 
Heavy 5½” Howitzer on block trail that was introduced and used with the 9-pdr batteries that were 
being introduced. This had a total weight including limber and ammunition of 36 cwt 1 qt [1841.5 
kg] according to Adye (1813) 90 so could not have been pulled by only 4 horses.  
 
[Adye (1801) 1st Ed. to Adye (1809) 6th Ed.] 

“Park Carriages  
12-pdr medium, and 6-pdr heavy [Desaguliers long 6-pdr], 6 horses each – 6-pdr light and 
5½ Howitzer [Light] upon new construction, are allowed each 4 horses, but upon the old 
only 3 each. 

Ammunition wagon, common pattern  3 horses 
Ammunition wagon, Flanders pattern  4 horses 
Cavalry Forge cart    2 horses 
Ammunition cart    2 horses” 

 
[Adye (1813) 7th Ed. to Adye (1827) 8th Ed.] 

“Park Carriages  
12-pdr medium, 9-pdr and 6-pdr heavy [Desaguliers long 6-pdr], 6 horses each – 6-pdr 
light and 5½ Howitzer [Light] upon new construction, are allowed each 4 horses. 

Limber carriage     4 horses 
Ammunition wagon, new pattern   4 horses 
Ammunition wagon, Flanders pattern  4 horses 
Cavalry forge wagon, new pattern   4 horses 
Forge with limber, new pattern   4 horses 
Wheel carriage     4 horses 
Cavalry Forge cart    2 horses” 
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