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Joseph Theodor Rouvroy (1728-1789) who joined Austrian service in 1753 from the Saxon 
Artillery Corps was the elder brother to Johann Georg Karl Rouvroy (1744-1820).[1] His son 
Rouvroy, Karl Freiherr von (1770-1816) was a talented senior Austrian Artillery officer. 
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Joseph Theodor von Rouvroy (1728-1789) 
Born 15 March 1728 in Luxemburg to the Oberst Rouvroy who was Commander of the Saxon 
Artillery Corps. In 1753, already a lieutenant in the Saxon Artillery, he was recruited by 
Lichtenstein into the Austrian service the Saxon artillery with the rank of captain. Promoted to 
Major (1759), Oberst (176o), major-general (1763), Feldmarschalllieutenaut (1775) 
Feldzeugmeister [Master General of Ordnance (1787).  
 
He was commended by Marshal Loudon on a number of occasions for his command of the 
Artillery during the Seven Years War with distinction. For his sure and effective use of the 
artillery at Domstadtl (30 June 1758), he was awarded the Knight's Cross of the Military Order of 
Maria Theresa and was raisedto the nobility. After the capture of (Peitz) 27 August 1759, he was 
appointed major. On 23 June 1760, Field Marshal Laudon praised him for his use of the artillery 
during the siege of Zuegniss that guaranteed the victory. Major von Rouvroy was honoured in 
carrying the news of victory and was rewarded by being appointed colonel. At the siege of Glatz 
on 26 July 1760, he and Major Bechard of the Sappers were instrumental in driving back two 
enemy sorties and directing the artillery against the main breach. In the same year he directed the 
mortars bombs and howitzer shells against the town of Wroclaw (5 August 1760) during its siege. 
Rouvroy deployed his artillery at Liegnitz (15 Aug 1760) to such effect that he detained the 
enemy in the pursuit. The swift capture of Schweidnitz on 1 October 1761 was due to his well 
considered and daring initiative that included the use of captured guns pre-works against the 
town. 
 

                                                   
1 See Summerfield, Stephen (Aug 2010) “The Important Family of Saxon Artillery Officers, the 
Rouvroys,” Smoothbore Artillery Journal, 1(07) 1-4. 
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In 1762, Rouvroy proposed Cavalry Artillery where the gunners were mounted on the trails of 
their guns. In 1765, he became Commander of the Military Order of Maria Theresa. In 1772, he 
was appointed Inhaber of the newly-established 2nd Artillery Regiment occurred.  
 
In 1776, he renewed his proposal for Cavalry Artillery made in 1762. The 6-pdr without its 
cascable and 7-pdr Howitzer mounted on a lengthened carriage with an upholstered Wurst seat, 
and the Richtsmaschine was replaced by an elevating system based upon that of the Saxon 
M1766 Ordnance with a handle on the left-hand-side. They first saw service in 1778 during the 
Bavarian War of Succession. In 1778, he also introduced the Schleppseil to pull the gun forward 
using a pair of horses. In 1780, the vent was moved from the shell behind the base ring to the vent 
field. This meant that the fuse position moved from the end of the charge to the centre of the 
charge as it was discovered that it did not make any difference to the efficiency of the ignition of 
gunpowder. It meant that the vent was less likely to block and the gun tube could be re-bouched 
when the vent became worn or blocked.  
 
During the Bavarian War of Succession (1778-9), he commanded the artillery from the 
headquarters in Bohemia. During the Austro-Turkish War (1788-1790), he directed the artillery 
often under adverse and great difficulty with great prudence and according to their purpose. At 
the siege of Sabacz (April 1788) where he received a chest wound that according to a letter by 
Emperor Joseph II to Claudin Lamoral, Princess de Ligne, “… does not stop [Rouvroy] stop him 
from dressing or going out.” He died on 30 September 1789 in Semlin, a suburb of the recently 
captured Belgrade. It is interesting to note that he was related to the Saxon Rouvroys. [Hausen 
(1861) IV: 182; Graeffer (1797) 229-234; ADG (1889) v29: 407-409; Anon (1885)] 
 
 

Rouvroy, Karl Freiherr von (1770-1816) 
Son of Joseph Theodor Rouvroy (1728-1789), born in Grossenhain, Saxony. He followed his 
father into the Austrian Artillery. In 1789, during the Austro-Turkish War at Berbir, he became 
Oberstlieutenant for deploying his battery that did so much slaughter upon the enemy. At 
Neerwinden (18 March1793), Rouvroy deployed his artillery to such good effect that it silenced 
the French guns and also stopped the French infantry advance. He was commended for his action 
during the siege of Valenciennes (25 May – 27 July 1793) and Quesnoy (19 July – 13 September 
1793). He was honoured with the responsibility after the latter’s surrender to bring the news to 
the Vienna Court. He was promoted to Oberst of the 3rd Regiment of Artillery and decorated with 
the Knight's Cross in the Mary-Theresa Order. 
 
At  Barlaimont, he has his horse killed under him and was hurt. He was injured at Mannheim 
(1795), again during the attack on Kehl (22 November 1796) and once again during the siege of 
Hüningen (27 November 1796 – 1 February 1797) when he commanded the artillery. In 1797, he 
was promoted to Generalmajor (Feb 1797), Feldmarschall-Lieutenant (Oct 1800) and Inhaber of 
the the 3rd Regiment of Artillery (Sept 1804). 
 
During the campaigns of 1805 and 1809, Rouvroy was Director of Artillery for the Army of 
Germany. At Aspern-Esling (21-22 May 1809), he opposes to the passage of the French onto the 
left bank of the Danube. At Wagram (5-6 July 1809), he commanded the artillery until he is was 
wounded and he was replaced by Smola. Archduke Charles commended the artillery in his report 
“The artillery, under the command of Feldmarschall-Lieutenant Rouvroy and the colonel Smola, 
remained faithful to its reputation.” He died on 15 November 1816, aged 66 years. [Hausen 
(1861) IV: 182] 
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