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Issue 2 (05) 
Gribeauval’s Objection toward Regimental Artillery 

Translated by Digby Smith (2010) 
 

This interesting passage has been translated from Susane (1874) Histoire de l‟Artillerie, Paris pp 
179-180 
 

 “It was after the battle of Rossbach, fought and lost on 5 November 1757, that he 
[Gribeauval] stated that there were too few well-trained and directed artillery personnel. It was 
believed that it had been agreed, despite Gribeauval`s resistance, that by the promulgation of the 
ordinances of 20 January and 26 February 1757, that they had given each infantry battalion, at 
the start of the campaign, one [1-pdr] Rostaing gun and a modified 3-pdr Swedish piece [2] 
pulled by three horses and served by senior and junior gunners, commanded by a sergeant.  
 
To justify this expedient, it was said that the artillery that marched in brigades command of their 
[artillery] commanders, and at the disposal of the commanding general, never arrived on the 
battlefield until long after the infantry had opened the engagement. It was incorrigible; the 
dispersal, one by one, of the battalion pieces, exposed to hazards, under the direction - for most of 
the time - of inexpert [infantry] officers, clumsily following the [infantry] manoeuvres, reliant 
upon the protection of infantry soldiers, who thought that the guns should be protecting them and 
imposed uncomfortable responsibilities upon infantry colonels. These were the allegations used by 
Gribeauval. In his opinion, the battalion guns should be concentrated into a division of 8 guns for 
each infantry brigade; but his views did not prevail.  
 
The guns were distributed, misused, poorly re-supplied with ammunition, and - in the case of a 
defeat – a considerable embarrassment and disordered the line of the retreat. Gribeauval, 
offended, asked to be allowed to transfer to the service of Austria, our [French] ally at that 
point.  
 
A lieutenant-colonel in France, he was immediately promoted by Maria-Theresa to the rank of 
[brigadier-] general, commanding [siege] artillery, the engineers and the miners of the imperial 
[Austrian] army, he acquired a great reputation in the defence of Schweidnitz against Frederick, 
was nominated Feldmarschallleutnant [major-general] and returned to France after the war, 
rich in experience and enjoying high opinions. He was nothing in France, but sainted in foreign 
countries.” 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                      
2 The French version had a 4-pdr rather than the 3-pdr calibre of the original Swedish gun. [SS] 
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